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The four local education agencies are among 92
across the state to receive a total of $2.2 million in
grants.

The Abington, Centennial and Palisades school districts and the Bucks
County Intermediate Unit have all been awarded $25,000 state Teacher
in the Workplace grants designed to connect schools with local
employers and boost job preparation for students.

They were among 92 in the state to receive a total of $2.2 million in
grants.

“It’s critical that we connect our schools to local businesses so we can
prepare students with the skills they need for in-demand jobs,” Gov.
Tom Wolf said. “By connecting directly with employers, teachers can
learn first hand about the skills and industry trends that will enhance
their classroom instruction, student learning and career readiness.”

Abington Student Services Director Judy Bomze said the grant will be
used to continue development of the district’s college and career
Pathways Program.

“It will be used to develop lessons at Abington Junior High School
aimed at teaching students about the employability skills needed to be
successful in the workforce,” she said. “The grant will also allow for the
training of junior high teachers and administrators by providing them
with opportunities to have real world experiences through job
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shadowing, so they can build relationships with industry partners and
translate those findings into authentic learning experiences for
students.”

Intermediate Unit Programs and Services Director Rachel Holler said
the money will go toward funding a trio of three-day career academies
in the summer focused on science, technology, engineering and
mathematics; health sciences and manufacturing and entrepreneurism.

“Each career academy will consist of three site visits and one day of
developing a project-based lesson plan to be implemented in
participating teachers’ classrooms in September 2020,” Holler said.

Like Abington, Palisades will use its grant to enhance its Career
Pathway Programs, Instruction and Curriculum Director Michael
Donnelly said.

“This additional support will offer us the opportunity to provide more
first-hand experiences for our students and teachers by supporting
travel expenses and substitute costs,” he said. “This grant will also be
used to help procure industry-based credentials for students which will
enhance their resumes for seeking employment not only after they
graduate, but while still in high school as well.”

Centennial Superintendent David Baugh agreed the money “will allow
our students to engage more with local employers and build the skills
and connections they need to succeed in today’s changing workforce.”

The grants are distributed through the state but federally funded, a news
release from Wolf’s office said.


